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Purpose of the Excursion

The purpose is for students to participate in and enjoy a range of outdoor recreation activities including; 

Mountain bike riding, Earth education, Bushwalking, Nature studies, Tree climbing – Fire Lookout Tree and Tram ride.
1.1 
Assess the environment

The Gloucester National Park flanks the south eastern side of Pemberton and is situated 4 kilometres from Pemberton. The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) manages the national park.

The recreational site has facilities for picnicking, walking and nature studies and is suitable for use all year round. The National Park recreational site is a mixture of Karri and Marri forest and has clearly defined walking trails including a section of the Bibbulmun Track and is utilized for the Cascades Bushwalk, mountain biking, nature studies and earth education. 
1.2 
Assess transport arrangements

Students may walk, ride or be conveyed by vehicle to the site dependent upon the activity.
1.3 
Assess the students’ capacity

All activities are conducted in accordance with the DET policy Excursions: Off School Site Activities 

http://policies.det.wa.edu.au/our_policies/ti_view?uid=dfeafd11e59c6fed0ff5b7686c9fb0e9&iview=summary_view
Outdoor Education and Recreation Activities. 
http://policies.det.wa.edu.au/our_policies/ti_view?uid=b1c96fce893c0a90d83eaf9e2561a95b&iview=summary_view 

Most activities can be modified to accommodate differing ages, experience and abilities. Similarly, provision can be made for any student with special needs. This needs to be negotiated with the camp manager prior to the camp.

1.4 
Assess the capabilities of the supervisory team 

The Teacher in Charge is responsible for participants at all times. Camp staff may instruct, lead, demonstrate or assist in an activity, but the Teacher in Charge is responsible for overall group supervision.

The Camp School Manager is a qualified supervisor who has conducted activities at this location on a regular basis and is available to assist the Teacher in Charge in conducting activities at the Gloucester National Park area.

1.5 
Assess the involvement of external providers

External provider details for excursions and camp activities are provided in separate documentation available on request.

Department of Environment and Conservation National Park Rangers conduct Earth Education activities at and near Gloucester Tree. The Pemberton Tramway tram can pick up students from the Cascades bushwalk returning to Pemberton. 

Department of Environment and Conservation has Public Liability Insurance through RiskCover for $250 million - Policy No R20-6935 a copy of which is kept on file at Pemberton Camp School.

2. 
Establish Supervision Strategies

The Camp School Manager is able to assist the Teacher in Charge in managing on-site supervision strategies which include:

· Defining the work area according to the prevailing conditions, the skill and ability of the students.

· Students will be required to gain permission prior to leaving the area for any reason e.g. toileting, 
            in which case they will also be required to be accompanied by their buddy.
3. 
Develop Means of Identifying Excursion Participants

· Should the need arise all students participating in the activity will be distinguished by wearing one of the following dependant on the activity being conducted:
· bike helmet, 
· school shirt or hat.   
· wristbands.
 Students may be confined to a designated area not being utilised by other schools or members of the public.
4. 
Provide Information and Seek Consent

Visiting schools are responsible for providing information to Parents/caregivers for their consent in accordance 

with the DET policy Excursions: Off school site activities. The Fire Lookout (Gloucester Tree) climbing permission form is provided in the Resource File.
5. 
Develop Communication Strategies

Pemberton CS has a CDMA mobile telephone and utilises handheld, base station and vehicle based UHF 

radios for all offsite activities. 

Schools are expected to provide their own mobile telephone and inform the camp school of the number.

· The following whistle system will be implemented in conjunction with verbal instructions.

· One (1) blast of the whistle = stop and listen to verbal instructions;

· Two (2) blasts of the whistle = come in 

· Three (3) blasts of the whistle = emergency – lost group or individual
6. 
Complete Emergency Response Planning 

· As part of the briefing prior to commencement of any activity, an outline of the emergency procedures to       be followed and the location of emergency equipment will be given by the Camp School Manager.  

· The Teacher in Charge is responsible for carrying the student medical information with them at all times.
· The camp school 4WD is equipped with a UHF radio, first aid kit, and mobile telephone. 
      Staff on any bushwalking, mountain biking, or earth education activities carry UHF hand held radios, an  

      EPIRB and a mobile telephone.
· Emergency services will be contacted by mobile phone Ambulance 000 or 9776 4000, 

      Police 9776 1202 Pemberton CS 9776 1277 or CALM Gloucester Tree – 9776 1210

· Teacher-in-charge to supervise students;

· The Teacher in Charge or the Camp School Manager to co-ordinate evacuation should it be required. 

· If an emergency vehicle is required, Pemberton is situated 5 minutes away. 
7. Brief Students and Supervisors.

The Teacher in Charge or the Camp School Manager will brief students and staff at the commencement of the activity.
8. 
Retain Excursion Records
This is the responsibility of the school.
9. 
Gain Approvals

This is the responsibility of the school. The written approval of the principal of the school must be obtained for all excursions.
Teacher-in-charge _______________________________Date___/___/_____

I am satisfied that the management plan for this excursion meets the requirements of the Excursions policy. I approve this excursion. 

Principal _______________________________________ Date ___/___ /_____

Gloucester, Bicentennial  & Diamond Tree Permission Slip
This permission slip is for students who wish to climb Gloucester Tree, Bicentennial Tree or Diamond Tree. Students should be in Year 7 - (12 years & above recommended).
The Gloucester Tree, Bicentennial Tree and Diamond Lookout Tree are all climbing trees open to the public. A spiral ladder consisting of steel pegs about a metre long with tapered ends driven into holes bored into the tree provides a ladder winding it's way up to the viewing platform. Wire netting forms a safety frame on the outside of the pegs. Students climb in groups of 8 with one adult accompanying them. 

The trees were originally pegged as part of the fire protection program of the Karri forest in the 1920's and provided an early warning system. Diamond Tree is still manned during the summer months as part of CALM's fire protection program. Gloucester and Bicentennial Tree are tourist climbing trees.

Climbing Tree
Height



Gloucester tree 
61 metres


Bicentennial Tree
68 metres

Diamond Tree
51 metres


Student Details

STUDENTS NAME ____________________ DATE OF BIRTH __/__/__Age __

PARENT/GUARDIAN (Full name) __________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________ P/code_____

Medical Details

Is your child subject to fainting or fear of heights or any other condition that may affect his or her safety during climbing the Lookout tree? (Staff cannot take responsibility for medical conditions of which they are unaware).


Yes 

No         
 

If ‘Yes’ give details _____________________________________________

I haver read and understood the information regarding the climbing trees and give my consent for my child _________________ to climb.(tick which tree your child will be climbing as part of their camp program)


       Gloucester tree 
Bicentennial Tree            Diamond Tree


Signature of Parent/Guardian ________________________  Date __/__/__ 
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